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nists prefer to write it Blumei. Specific names frequently refer to
some character of the plant, as nucifera (nut-bearing), odorato
(fragrant), microphylla (small-leaved), pinnata (pinnate-leaved).
In other cases the name may be derived from a country, as ameri-
cana; or from the name of a man, as Uumei; or from one of vari-
ous other sources. Generic names are similarly derived.
The idea "an unidentified species of the genus Agave" is ex-
pressed in the abbreviated form " Agave sp."; " several species of
Agave " by " Agave spp."
Generic name. The generic name is regarded as a proper noun
and is applied to only one genus in the whole plant kingdom. It is
therefore begun with a capital letter. The specific name is not a
proper noun and may be applied to a single species in each of any
number of different genera.
Specific name. Owing to the fact that the specific name may be
applied to a large number of species in different genera, the specific
name is never correctly used except in connection with the generic
name. The generic name, on the other hand, may be used alone,
as it applies to only one genus. As an example we may take the
case of the cannas. These plants belong to the genus Canna, so
that when we use the generic name Canna it has a definite meaning,
as we know at once that it applies to the cannas. One of the wild
cannas is called Canna indica. If we were to use the word indica
alone, it would not have any definite meaning, as other species in
different genera are also named indica.
Authority for name. When the name of a plant is written for
exact scientific determination, it is customary to place after it the
name, or an abbreviation of the name, of the man who gave the
specific name to the plant. The name Cocos nucifera was given by
Linnseus, who is regarded as the father of systematic botany. His
name is usually abbreviated L. or Linn. When exactness is re-
quired, the name of the coconut should be written Cocos nitcifera L.
or Cocos nitcifera Linn. The necessity for this arises from the fact
that in the development of botanical classification the same name
has been applied by different authors to different plants,
Advantages of scientific names. The use of scientific names is
necessary in order to have names that will be generally understood
in all languages, because in different languages the same plant